Township of Bloomfield
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes – November 20, 2025 – 7:00PM
Civic Center, 84 Broad St.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Committee Member Cantalupo requested all present to rise and salute the flag


2.    ROLL CALL

P - Mr. Cantalupo			AB - Mr. Marek           	P - Mr. Arvelo			
P - Mr. Duret				P - Mrs. Hann		P(7:24)Mr. van der Heijden
		
P(7:05)Ms. Williams			AB - Ms. Wester		P(7:24)Ms. Wilson		

Councilman Polynice

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 16, 2025
Committee Member Hann made a motion to approve the October minutes, seconded by Committee Member Duret. All present approved.
	
4. COMMUNICATION
A. Hearing of the Public - NONE
B. Written 
· Director Sceurman stated he received a late email from Courtney Fitzgerald wanting to inquire about the possibility of building a little pantry and seeing if it could be placed at Lion Gate Park. She then wrote to let her know if that location is permitted for community pantry and what the guidelines are, the requirements, and where it can be placed.
	
5. REVIEW OF TREASURY BILL LISTS 
Committee Member Cantalupo asked if the Committee had any questions, comments, or concerns about any of the items listed. No one had any questions, comments, or concerns

6. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
A. Parks Report - Director Sceurman – See Packet
B. BOE Liaison Report - Nadeisha Greene 
	1. Congratulations to all the BHS Fall sports
	2. A big thank you to the Police Department for partnering with the Safe Walk to
    Schools. There was a great turnout.
3. BMS celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month last month. They also celebrated a
    week of respect in October.
4. A huge congratulations to BHS football coach Michael Carter, he has over 150    
    career wins.
5. Last month the Bloomfield cheerleaders proudly hosted Cheer for Cure that
    happened on October 7th.
6. BOE congratulated and inducted outstanding students in the National Honor  
    Society from both the middle and high school.
7. College season is in full swing for the high school students. They are visiting 
    colleges and gearing up
C. BOE Sports Liaison Report – Steve Jenkins (Absent)
1. Director Sceurman stated Mr. Jenkins was unable to attend the meeting and  
    would share his report with everyone:
	- Fall was one of the most successful in the last 20 years. Other than girl’s 
       tennis, which has a record of 6 and 7, every other team had a 500 record 
       or better.
·  Girls volleyball and soccer captured league championships
·  Boys soccer won a game in the State tournament for the first time since 
       2012.
	- Football qualified for the State tournament for the first time since 2017. 
	- Sophomore Oona Nance advanced a group 4 cross country championship   
       league.
	- Unified soccer was unbeaten
	- Happy to report that BHS was selected for the NJSIA recognition for 
       sportsmanship in 2024 – 2025 school year. Participation number remain 
       at record level.
·  Academic performances were excellent, Final numbers are not yet in but 
   he would anticipate nearly 60% subzero of all athletes earning honor roll 
   status.
·  Every athletic team completed 3 of the service projects, several of which 
   are done in cooperation with the recreation. The winter season is already 
   on its way with bowling and hockey. The remaining sports begin on 
   Monday the 24th. 
·  Thank you to the recreation staff and committee for their continued 
   support.
D. Sub-Committee 
	1. Facilities
		a. Director Sceurman stated Mr. Marek gave him 3 parks in which they
                            need to type up. DPW wants to start doing some field maintenance now 
    during the winter so that when March comes around they will be ahead 
    of the game.
2. Analytics  
a. Director Sceurman he did meet with the home and school presidents and the principal of Carteret, went through the analytics with them, told them the goal to try and increase participation. He then stated they rescheduled the November meeting to December 3rd at 6pm and he would go and try to get feedback from them to see what programs they would like to see.
3. Awards/Community Engagement – None 
a. [bookmark: _heading=h.btzisajroioi]Over 10 years of service is a plaque, and under 10 years is a certificate. Everyone who served over the last years will be invited to the holiday party.
	4. Summer of Fun 
a. Set dates for the summer of fun concerts are July 7, 14, 21, 28 and August 4th will be National Night Out.
	5. Cultural Affairs 
6. Veteran Affairs 
a. Director Sceurman stated they moved the parade from Hoover Ave and Broad down to the Town Pub and did the ceremony on Pitt St. He then stated he heard nothing but positive reviews. There were over 35 people at the reception. Director Sceurman stated he wanted to recognize Rami, he does all that for free for the veterans. He then stated he has already received some additional Hometown hero applications, which he will continue to take all the way through March into early April so they can have them up in May for Memorial Day.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
A. Program Calendars – See Packet
B. Basketball
	a. Eight Suburban Teams
	b. 11 Boys Intown Teams & 6 Girls Intown Teams
· Director Sceurman stated intown teams will be notified if not tomorrow then Monday.
C. Wrestling
a. Jr Team – 62 free trial & 17 suburban
b. Sr Team – 31 free trial & 12 suburban
D. Winter Program Registration – Wednesday, December 10th - See Packet
E. Winter Events - See Packet
a. Christmas Tree/Menorah/Kinara Lighting – 12/1 6pm Town Hall
b. Radio City Christmas Spectacular – Sunday, December 7th 
c. Santa Event – Saturday Dec 13th – 1pm – 4pm Civic Center
d. Drop & Shop – Friday December 12 & 19th 
F. 2023 LRIG – Waiting on reimbursement - $77,000
G. 2025 ROID Grant – Waiting on reimbursement - $20,000
H. 2026 ROID Grant – Submitted $20,000 grant
I. Collins House Update 
a. Director Sceurman stated he is happy to report they are about a month away from being totally restored. They received another $45,000 grant and a $40,000 donation for John Collin’s office which extended the project another 3 to 4 weeks. He then stated hopefully by the end of next year it'll be completed, they will get a CO where they can actually go inside.
J. Oakeside Events
a. Book Club – Thursday, November 20th – 730pm
b. Thanksgiving Cake Decorating Class – Friday, November 21 – 6pm
c. Book Signing – Sunday, November 23rd – 3pm
d. Monday Night Music – Monday, November 24th – 7pm
e. Cookie Decorating Workshop - Wednesday, December 3rd – 5pm
f. Christmas at the Playhouse – Senior Citizen Trip – Friday 12/5
g. Bollywood Dance Classes – Friday Dec 5, Saturday Dec 6
h. Skyline Community Theatre Events – Dec 13, 14, 20, 21

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Milbank Park – Christopher Puopolo – Plaque Installation (Spring 2026)
B. 2023 LRIG – Lion Gate Dugouts and Shade Structure – See Park Report
C. Animals in Park – Ordinance – See Packet
D. Felton Field – 50/70 Upgrades – See Packet
E. Pulaski Park & Clarks Pond South – Pickleball nets and lines – See Packet
F. DPW – Field List for 2026
G. Lion Gate Park – Karen Testa Memorial
1. Director Sceurman stated the memorial is just about done, they sent the plaque to get reduced which will take about 3 to 4 weeks. Once it is back, they will set up a small ceremony. He also stated the soccer club raised about $5,000 to be able to pay for this.
H. Analytics – Met with HSA in November – Meeting on 12/3 – 6pm
I. Awards/Community Engagement – Commission recognition and Community Awards
J. Summer of Fun – 2026 Bands
K. 20 Dodd St – Public Art Mural
L. Stephanie Sauka – Art Mural Holsten’s North Wall
M. Colleen Creedon – Art Display at Civic Center
N. Taste of Bloomfield – Discussion
a. Dana Morton stated she and the recreation leaders went over this and have a few questions of their own. The first thing they noticed was the time which they think should be more than 3 hours for such a big event. Some questions they had were about the admission and fees and vendor participation fee. If they are charging a fee to come in and a fee for the vendors then what do they expect from the vendors as far as food. She then handed out some suggestions from other towns like the vendors having a sample menu. So the subcommittee will formulate detailed vendor fee structure, ticketing system, and consult with local businesses on participation feasibility.
O. VEST Program – Oakeside Landscaping/Horticulture - MOU
a. Director Sceurman stated they are going to move forward with it, Carl loves the idea of extra help at Oakside. They are waiting for a memo of understanding because there are some liability aspects of something happening.

9. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Budget Preparation/Meeting
1. Director Sceurman stated they had their meeting a couple weeks ago and then they are supposed to meet with the administrators soon. He then stated he is prepared to ask for approximately $300,000 of capital improvements every year from now until the foreseeable future.   Many grants require matches so having capital funds for those grants is important.   Without grants and/or capital funding it is difficult to perform park improvements.
B. Town Hall – Time Capsule - See Packet
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Director Sceurman stated he proposed some ideas and did not get any response back. His thought process is getting WBMATV to be there and record them digging it up and seeing it is still intact. If it is intact, then they will put the dirt back and then have a live viewing because he would never break the seal because he wants to open it publicly and then hand it over to the historical society
C. Next Meeting – Thursday, December 11th – 6:30pm

10. PERSONNEL - NONE

11. ADJOURNMENT
Committee Member Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
            Committee Member Wilson. All present approved unanimously.
