Township of Bloomfield
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes – October 16, 2025 – 7:30PM
Civic Center, 84 Broad St.



1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Committee Member Cantalupo requested all present to rise and salute the flag


2.    ROLL CALL

P - Mr. Cantalupo			P - Mr. Marek           		P - Mr. Arvelo			
AB - Mr. Duret			P - Mrs. Hann		AB - Mr. van der Heijden
		
P(7:37) - Ms. Williams		P - Ms. Wester		P - Ms. Wilson		

AB - Councilman Polynice



3.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 18, 2025
Committee Member Hann made a motion to approve the September minutes, seconded by Committee Member Marek. All present approved.
		

4. COMMUNICATION
A. Hearing of the Public - NONE
B. Written – Stephanie Sauka – See Packet
  Art Mural Holsten’s North Wall 
 		Colleen Creedon – Art Display
Paul Ferriola – Pulaski Park Community Garden
 		

5. REVIEW OF TREASURY BILL LISTS 
Committee Member Cantalupo asked if the Committee had any questions, comments, or concerns about any of the items listed. No one had any questions, comments, or concerns


6. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
A. Parks Report - Director Sceurman - See Packet
B. BOE Liaison Report - Nadeisha Greene - Absent
C. BOE Sports Liaison Report – Steve Jenkins - Absent
D. Sub-Committee 
	1. Facilities 	
– Little League Request – 50/70 Felton 
· Director Sceurman stated the league requested making Vassar clay a 50/70 field.  The committee had reservations about making Vassar Clay a 50/70 field being so close to the turf field. The committee suggestion exploring Felton Clay. He did meet with a field contractor, they are under State contract, and they are in the works of giving a quote to extend the clay, skim the pitcher’s mound, add a new home plate and bases, and do some other field work. Director Sceurman already has some quotes from a fencing company under State contract to improve the back stop and some other areas. Once he gets a full cost estimate of that he will bring it to the committee.
		- Pickle Ball – Temporary courts at Pulaski & Clarks Pond South
· Director Sceurman stated they are in the 4th quarter of their budgeting, so he is going out and solicitating quotes for temporary pickle ball nets (economy, middle of the road and high end).  He stated we have not had great success with economy.  He is also going to have a paint striping company come out and give an estimate. He will get a proposal together and add this to the 2026 operating budget and/or capital.
		- DPW Request for a “Field List”
· Director Sceurman stated he met with the DPW Director and he would like to get some of the preparation for the little league fields done in the fall and winter so he requested a report earlier this year. 
2. Analytics – Met with Carteret Principal and HSA – Nov 5th Meeting
· Director Sceurman stated he contacted the Carteret Principal and the Home and School, and met with them to let them know the committee is committed to increasing participation throughout the town. He showed them the analytics and tried to talk to them about the registration numbers, and they think flyers would be a good communication tool for their community.
3. Awards/Community Engagement – Past Commissioners & 2026 Awards
· Director Sceurman stated he knows they have spoken about this and want to recognize some of the past members, Dina went through from 2020 on and broke down members that have volunteered and no longer on the committee. He then stated there were about 7 or 8 of them they would like to invite to the December holiday meeting, reconnect and give out a certificate, or small plaque, etc. Dina will go as far back as to 2015 to see which members served 10 plus years.
4. Summer of Fun – 2026 Bands
· Committee member Williams stated she already has some potential bands. The New York Bee Gees, they may be a bit more expensive, but she thinks it’ll bring a crowd and they perform around NJ as well as the Bruno Mars cover band. She also stated she found 2 laser companies and they do a laser show. Director Sceurman asked Committee member Williams to email him the information on the bands and laser light show so he can look into it.
5. Cultural Affairs – Public Art Mural – Broad St & 20 Dodd St – See Packet
· Committee Member Arvelo stated the Dodd street mural is too busy. He contacted the artist and told him its too much, less is best, and to use some of the images. The artist went with the fireworks, Oakeside and Juneteenth images. Director Sceurman stated the artist did send a new image around 1:30pm that day, and he will share it with the Committee. 
· Committee Member Williams stated they were thinking of bringing back “Taste of Bloomfield”. They were thinking of 3 potential locations; 1455 Broad St (UTI), Oakview and/or Demarest school if the BOE would let them. She would like to invite Glenridge too since they are their neighbors. Focusing on storefronts, although they might do a limited number of food trucks, but they really want storefronts and see how those numbers go around May on a weekend. She then stated it would be more focused on adults, charging around $20/$25, and wants to know if they would be able to sell beer or wine. Director Sceurman stated they can do that since they do it at Harvest Fest, but in the parks and BOE facilities they do not allow alcohol. They have had people get an ABC license that would have to be shown to the Police Department, Clerk and approval by the Mayor and Council and there has to be certain rules and regulations by doing that such as how are they going to make sure everyone is 21, and there are a lot of regulations around that. He then stated he is not sure the BOE ever deviates from that, but knows the township has. Committee Member Williams expressed this is an adult event, 18 and older.
· Director Sceurman stated the art muralist is working underneath the Broad St bridge, has made tremendous progress considering all the rain they had. 
6. Veteran Affairs – Hometown Hero Banners – See Packet
· Director Sceurman stated he has 52 banners in his possession, and DPW will put them up starting on the corner of Hoover all the way down to the front of the high school.  He then stated traditionally the Veteran’s Day parade starts at Town Hall, walks down Franklin, and stops at Liberty and Broad in front of the monument. He is trying to think of a way they could have it where they walk down Broad St where the banners are, and since Rami from Town Pub offers a free luncheon for the veterans, he was thinking of walking from Brookside park up Hoover down to Town Pub and do a small reception there. He would like to invite family members that did a banner for their loved ones.





7. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
A. Program Calendars – See Packet
B. Traditional Fall Recreation Programming – Current participation - See Packet
C. Cultural Affairs Fall Programming - Current participation - See Packet
D. Green Acres - $396,381.00 – Received reimbursement 
E. 2024 LRIG – Received reimbursement - $65,000
F. 2025 ROID Grant – Waiting on reimbursement - $20,000
G. 2026 ROID Grant – Submitted $20,000 grant
H. NJ Historic Trust – Collins House Administrative Grant - $45,000 Landscape Design
I. NJ Historic Trust – Oakeside Capital Grant - $435,660 Roof & Gutters
J. Collins House Update
	1. Director Sceurman stated phase 6 will be done by Thanksgiving; paint on the 
    walls, floors, front porch being built, bathrooms being installed, etc. Director 
    Sceurman then stated maybe having a meeting there in the new conference 
    room.

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Milbank Park – Christopher Puopolo – Plaque Installation 
1. Director Sceurman stated he is happy to report that they finally got the plaque done, and he will reach out to the family to plan a ceremony. 
B. 2023 LRIG – Lion Gate Dugouts and Shade Structure 
1. Director Sceurman stated he received an email this morning and the shade structures were already delivered to the contractor, and the dugouts were delivered today. He will meet with the consultant over the next couple weeks to come up with a game plan for delivery and installation – around November 15th.  
C. Lion Gate Park – Karen Testa Memorial - See Packet
D. Pickle Ball – Clarks Pond South & Pulaski Park 
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9. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Volleyball and Cross Country 
1. Director Sceurman stated the suburban volleyball team is doing well, there are 5 intown teams playing at the high school on Tuesday nights. He them stated the cross-country team is also doing really well.
B. Basketball & Wrestling - See Packet
C. Friday Fun Night - See Packet
D. Budget Preparation/Meeting
1. Director Sceurman stated it will take place towards the end of October beginning of November.
E. Halloween Events - See Packet
F. VEST Program – Oakeside Landscaping/Horticulture
1. Director Sceurman stated he was approached by the high school, and what they are looking to do is go to Oakeside and do landscaping and horticulture. So, they want to rake, edge, weed, plant, etc., they can help Carl. He then stated he brought it to the Administrator, and he was open to the idea. Director Sceurman then went back to the BOE and have a memo of understanding; liability, insurance, what happens if someone get poison ivy, etc. He then stated they hope to get those students fully supervised with 2 teachers and 3 paraprofessionals. They will come with a curriculum, Carl will then work with them to tell them what they will be doing.
G. Town Hall – Time Capsule
1. Director Sceurman stated there is a time capsule that was buried in 2000 under a monument in front of Town Hall, it’s supposed to be dug up 25 years later which is now, and he was told he will be running an event for it. He then stated his concern is since he was not there when it was buried he does not know what it was buried in. He is proposing they ask DPW to dig it up, video tape it with WBMA tv, take pictures, and see how it is built and constructed not what’s in it.
H. Next Meeting – Thursday, November 20th – 7:00pm

10. PERSONNEL 
A. Recreation Leader Hire – 10/8

11. ADJOURNMENT
Committee Member Hann made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
            Committee Member Wilson. All present approved unanimously.

