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Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes – September 18, 2025 – 7:00PM
Civic Center, 84 Broad St.


1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Committee Member Cantalupo requested all present to rise and salute the flag.


2.    ROLL CALL

P - Mr. Cantalupo			P - Mr. Marek           		AB - Mr. Arvelo			

P - Mr. Duret				P - Mrs. Hann		P - Mr. Van Der Heijden

		
P(7:04) - Ms. Williams		P - Ms. Wester		AB - Ms. Wilson


AB - Councilman Polynice


3.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  June 12, 2025
Committee Member Wester made a motion to approve the June minutes, seconded by Committee Member Hann. All present approved.
			
4. COMMUNICATION
A. Hearing of the Public - None
B. Written – Sandy Gola – Yoga – See Packet
 		          Sabin Dumitrescu - Pickleball Lines – See Packet


5. REVIEW OF TREASURY BILL LISTS 
Committee Member Cantalupo asked if the Committee had any questions, comments, or concerns about any of the items listed. No one had any questions, comments, or concerns

6. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
A. Parks Report - Director Sceurman – See Packet
B. BOE Liaison Report - Nadeisha Greene - Absent 
C. BOE Sports Liaison Report – Steve Jenkins
	1. Mr Jenkins stated in conclusion of the Spring season last year there were 3 
    outstanding accomplishments:
· Unified football was overall state champions
· Boys track and field were County champions for the first time since 2001
· Flag football team won the state championship 
		Mr. Jenkins stated overall the best news about last year is the most participation 
of Bloomfield high school in the history of their school, and over 60% of the kids 
                        who played made the honor roll the season they played. He then stated they beat 
                        Montclair in football, and 2015 was the last time they beat them and scored 46 
                        points which was the most points they scored against them since 1943.
D. Sub-Committee 
	1. Facilities 
· Little League Request – See Packet
· Board member Marek stated DPW has notified Mike and asked him if they can do another parks inspection for the Fall. Director Sceurman stated he was talking to Sean Schwindt and they were going over some maintenance contracts, potentially running a few more subletting the private companies to some of the parks. He then stated they are trying to move park maintenance back to recreation but he has to stand firm on that if it is going to happen it can't be systematically moving from DPW to Rec, it needs to be predetermined and preplanned. They need funding, staff and a game plan.
· Director Sceurman stated he will look into Pulaski and Clarks about restriping and temporary nets for pickleball.
	2. Analytics – Summer Information
a. Committee Member Van Der Heijden stated he made some graphs and emailed them to the members. He then stated this is his third time analyzing this data from the different programs through Parks and Rec. His focus now is trying to determine the level of participation and engagement and breaking that out by neighborhood. The second ward is most engaged in terms of registrations, where the first ward is in the middle and the third ward is least engaged, particularly Carteret school.
3. Awards/Community Engagement – Past Commissioners & 2026 Awards
a. Director Sceurman stated the award ceremony at the 4th of July was nice, Mrs. Navas was very taken back and humbled. Mark Richards was in Spokane, Washington doing work and services for the NJ Education Association. He and his family were appreciative of the award.
b. Director Sceurman stated Mr. Marek brought up former Committee members that are no longer serving and talked on how to potentially recognize and honor them for their services over the years. They will get invited to the December dinner; Barbara, Steve and Director Sceurman will check any other members in the last 2 years.
4. Summer of Fun – Concert Recap & 2026 Bands
a. Board Member Williams stated her plan is by the November meeting to have a list of recommended bands for 2026, and she thinks we need to improve our marking and social media presence.
5. Cultural Affairs – Public Art Mural – Broad St & 20 Dodd St
a. Director Sceurman stated the mural for Broad St is going to start the week of the 29th of September, they are going to prep the wall and then she will start. He then stated there were some concerns with the Dodd St mural, they received 2 submissions. One looked like it was AI generated and Ray did disclose he knows the artist and he acknowledged that it was AI, but he does have a portfolio that proves he can perform the work.   He then stated he thinks the subcommittee can meet with that artist.
6. Veteran Affairs – Hometown Hero Banners 
a. Director Sceurman stated they have 45 submissions, he went to Sign Post and Gates Flag and they are both capable of doing the job, sign post’s proposal was $85 per banner ($10 cheaper). They have all the information done, betting all the DD214 forms to acknowledge that everyone was honorably discharged, they physically served in what war, and what era in what conflict. They are going to start at Hoover Ave and Broad, hit the 32 black decorative light poles all the way up through Jmes St. Then there are the aluminum taller light poles which they are going to probably do about 16 of them continuing on. Director Sceurman met with  DPW and looked at the aluminum light poles citing that the solar panels and street signs could pose and issue. He said by early next week he will have all the data done, upload it into a program which is then going to create banners, take the banner and send it via email to each person to get a final approval, then it will take about 2 and a half weeks to go into production, and then do the seams. They will then be installed the 2nd week of October. He then stated the Veterans Day parade in the past has gone from Town Hall to the monument on Liberty, Broad, and Franklin, and now he is toying around with the idea of maybe having the parade go down Broad and Hoover down to the Town Pub.  The manager offers a free luncheon for all Veterans, but Director Sceruman is not sure where they would have the actual ceremony.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
A. Program Calendars – See Packet
B. Traditional Recreation Programming – Guide & current participation – See Packet
C. Cultural Affairs Fall Programming - Pending
D. Summer Camp Registration – See Packet
E. Sports Clinic Registration – See Packet 
F. Travel Camp Registration – See Packet
G. Green Acres - $396,381.00 – Waiting on reimbursement 
H. 2024 LRIG – Waiting on reimbursement - $65,000
I. 2025 ROID Grant – Waiting on reimbursement - $20,000
J. 2026 ROID Grant – Working on Submission

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Milbank Park – Christopher Puopolo – Plaque Installation 
a. Director Sceurman stated it is in production and his great niece will be there.
B. 2023 LRIG – Lion Gate Dugouts and Shade Structure
a. Director Sceurman stated this will be a mid-November project about 3 to 4 weeks. They will be putting 2 dugouts on the opposite side of Lion Gate Field on the backside, and then they will put a shade structure, like a wind sail, next to the small bleacher on the closer side of the field so that will allow people to sit under shade.





9. NEW BUSINESS 
A. October Meeting – October 16th – 7:00pm
a. Director Sceurman stated he announces the high school football games and they moved some of the games to Thursday and he is scheduled to do a game on October 16th. He is going to talk to Mr. Steve Jenkins to see if he can start the game and then leave Tyler, his son, to announce the 2nd half. If possible a 7:30pm start would get him to half time. He then stated as of now they will leave it at 7pm but it could be 7:30pm.
B. Lion Gate Park – Karen Testa Memorial – See Packet


10. PERSONNEL 
A. Recreation Leader Hire


11. ADJOURNMENT
Committee Member Hann made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
            Committee Member Marek. All present approved unanimously.
