MEETING MINUTES

	Meeting:
	Public Workshop

	Date:
	October 24, 2007 – 7:00pm – 9:30pm

	Attendees:
	Mayor and Council, Design Team, Citizens of Bloomfield


Public Comments
· Trader Joes’s – not a super shopping center (stop and shop) – this was very well received
· Sustainable Lighting 

· Consolidate Bloomfield’s playhouses, possibly setting up a school or learning center in relation to these performances 

· Many had fond memories of shopping in downtown 

· façade improvements

· Book Stores

· Clothing Stores

· Washington Street as an intimate place for outdoor dining/activity
· Lighting

· Things that can be improved now

· Safer crossings

· Safety in regards to lighting for those going home from the train station
· The downtown is divided by Bloomfield Ave, downtown needs a better connection across

· Major traffic on Bloomfield Ave

· Make information during the design process available to the public (put information up on town website)

· People would rather shop in the downtown then go to Willowbrook Mall (malls in general) – this would keep the money generated from downtown in Bloomfield
· Clothing stores needed for essentials such as ‘Socks & Underwear’

· Don’t want to see restaurant after restaurant

· For projects, the minority contractors should be reached out to

· Carroll Gardens cited as a precedent
· Lush with Tree’s

· Low cost/free shuttle for shop goers from different neighborhoods and the edges of town

· Many do not ever frequent the downtown because its so difficult to get around


- Would like to attract an artist community/galleries

· Many have bought their houses here because of the train – NJT needs to add more trains

· The shuttle should stop at other shopping areas in town

· Need to capitalize on having Bloomfield College right in town

· The Train is their greatest gift in the world

· Residents are asking the mayor and council to be bold

· Very positive comments on the Loop concept
· Would like small businesses and ‘green’ businesses to be encouraged

· Would like sustainable growth/building guidelines

· People are fed up with the malls and big box retailers

· The township should be parking friendly – it discourages people who opt for downtown shopping over the malls when they get tickets

· Spaces that encourage social interaction should be created and encouraged (plaza’s, etc.)


- The downtown needs something exciting to draw people into the 

 
downtown, something that ‘get’s their juices flowing’
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